After Nine Groups
AFTER NINE GROUPS: SUGGESTED MEETING FORMAT

	1.  Introduction

	Say this:
	Welcome to this open meeting of the After Nine Groups.  My name is _____________, and I am ___________.  
This meeting is open to any member of any 12-Step fellowship which also uses the 12 Traditions.  You might like to think of it as an “Anything A” meeting.  

The focus of the After Nine Groups is Steps 10, 11 and 12 of the AA and other 12-Step programs.  As the AA Big Book says on page 84, We have entered the world of the Spirit.  Our next function is to grow in understanding and effectiveness.  This is not an overnight matter.  It should continue for our lifetime.

Members of the After Nine Groups come from a variety of 12-Step fellowships.  We may belong to different religions or spiritual movements, or we may belong to no religion at all.  So we ask you to remember the Tenth Step principle from the AA Big Book: Love and tolerance of others is our code.  Please practice this principle, particularly when you are sharing or reading from literature during the meeting.


	2.  Opening prayer/moment of silence (as determined by the leader)

	3.  The topic for the meeting

	Say this:
	The topic of each meeting is always linked to our working of Steps 10, 11 and 12.



	Then do 

one of these:
	Choose a topic that is connected with working Steps 10, 11, or 12.
Or say, Does anyone have a topic connected with working Steps 10, 11 or 12? 

Or use one of the following topics

· How we work Step 10;

· How we work Step 11;

· How we work Step 12.

	4.  Pass the basket   ... at some point during the meeting

	5.  Close the meeting  ... when the hour is nearly up

	Announce-

ments
	· After the meeting ends, say hello to people you don't know.  If you have found something valuable in these meetings, tell your friends in other fellowships about the After Nine groups.  This is part of our Fifth Tradition
· Other announcements and other business (e.g. next chairperson)

· Leader closes the meeting as s/he chooses


After Nine Groups

The focus of the After Nine Groups (A9) is Steps 10, 11 and 12 of the AA and other 12-Step programs.  As the AA Big Book says after Step 9, “We have entered the world of the Spirit.  Our next function is to grow in understanding and effectiveness.  This is not an overnight matter.  It should continue for our lifetime.”

The only requirement for membership of A9 is membership of at least one other Twelve-Step program.
The Twelve Steps of the After Nine Groups

A9 members use the versions of the Twelve Steps as adopted by their respective Twelve-Step fellowships.  A9 does not have its own version of the Twelve Steps.

The Twelve Traditions of the After Nine Groups
The Twelve Traditions of the After Nine groups were formally adopted by the Fellowship in June 2008
1. Our common welfare should come first; personal recovery depends upon A9 unity.

2. For our group purpose there is but one ultimate authority--a loving God as expressed in our group conscience. Our leaders are but trusted servants; they do not govern.

3. The only requirement for A9 membership is membership of another Twelve-Step fellowship that also uses the Twelve Traditions.

4. Each group should be autonomous except in matters affecting other groups or A9 as a whole.

5. Each group has but one primary purpose--to carry its message to members of other Twelve-Step fellowships.

6. An A9 group ought never endorse, finance, or lend the A9 name to any related facility or outside enterprise, lest problems of money, property, and prestige divert us from our primary purpose.

7. Every A9 group ought to be fully self-supporting, declining outside contributions.

8. A9 should remain forever non-professional, but our service centers may employ special workers.

9. A9, as such, ought never be organized; but we may create service boards or committees directly responsible to those they serve.

10. A9 has no opinion on outside issues; hence the A9 name ought never be drawn into public controversy.

11. Our public relations policy is based on attraction rather than promotion; we need always maintain personal anonymity at the level of press, radio, and films.

12. Anonymity is the spiritual foundation of all our traditions, ever reminding us to place principles before personalities. 
